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In Captlve Ransom shjp and Castro said he would

CPYRGHT thp United $tates while the
By Sterling Seagrave - - vessel was being unloaded.
Staft Reporter ith the aqditional 'Telv, f Prettyman and Scheele
: NVIDETOVE PN hlcgo was to pay °f1f Castrg bre given suites in the Ha-
fok the Cuban prisoner ex-ff . prisoners releaseddna Libre Hotel, which Pret- F
fearlier this year. Unan said was sumptuous| OlAb3b

chinge became a reality, twoj
yoyng Washington. attorneysj
wokked without sleep in

Prettyman said, #Until near- J4q obviously a showplace.
ly noon Saturday 1 worked |lunext day,” prettyman wend
Havana to keep Castro from|fy. 2 little office at the San gy «T arrived at the airpor,
calling it off and turning the Antonio de los Banos ‘.mht?“-‘f. 14 found a great desi of ex]| —
halr-trigger arrangements into airfield going over invoices ghement and confusion. word| e

- with Dr. Leondrd Scheele fbq come that Fidel had

a flsasic™. (former U. S. Surgeon Gen B il
£ Barrett Prettyman Jv., 37)|CCmRer S % rgecon Gen- Mhreed to let the families of
anf John E. Nolan Jr., 34, of igglr)l'ef“d Cuban medical per- Jfie prisoners go tb the United’
: q s : Htates.” '
S e}llgugﬁg?gigs:etegggguftaz - “The ship was not to be un- [l'prettyman then flew to Mij
hektic bartering with thg I()‘aded until the word came Bmi to clear the new arrange
from me. ent with the shippingsling

Cdban premier right down tqf ™ . oo -
thk wire and how two poteniallf “Then 1 he‘axd shouting and flmmigration and Customs and |
1y|explosive final decisions pu 1 saw Fidel standing near onc Hiher officials. ‘

thk entire exchange i of our planes. There was af] «py plane was the second

jebpardy. crowd around him, I walked |gne out Monday morning,” hg
prottyman, son of retired iover and Dr. ‘_Scheel_e intro- faid.

churt of Appeals Judge duced me to Fidel. His hand- 'When he stepped aboard {

Bhrrett Prettyman and a me shake was firm but his man-|biane Prettyman said he su

bAr of the law firm of Hogaf|| "€l ¥as formal.

‘ “There was no bantering |F
z lc.llyﬂggi(;%a?e‘:h;fggagﬁ || We talked through an inter- ime the importance of frep-:

tile task of releasing the ra preter. Castro wore a militaryfHom to the prisoners.
sdm cargo of the SS Africa juniform like our Army faf] «As soon as the men wefe’

CPYRGHT

lot to Castro. ]Z‘iﬁg?:rmwnh visor cap andfbyorq and knew they wefe i‘
dalks Lead to Bonus +e ’ ree and the plane took dff
Intelwl:l_gghggwgﬂﬁgno‘t for Miami, they stopped thdir.

0 ? i o . o :
il:ﬁciézrs?:: slegeltlga’:l t:glr P “Fidel wanted to know how 11'Ilen§’: anriiéety and brgke1{ o 0,
e mitting 1000 wivd],many planes had arivec shouts and g e e olanks e

B liren and relatives of tifp,¥hat was  being unloaded mic_emmflgnegz ' & v S e, BB PRETTYMAN JR.
drisoners to leave Cuba ( from them. TFheiwiatolligency Imnll)ediatel after }:i );H " - .. .tells of Cuban role
the ransom ship's return pp must be pretty good. Castrg ! y § ;

P Piictd me the African Pilof left Havana, the exchange

! ehggigeac; %‘gaxf‘ei: as C;iitr_ o ildmt be in until 2 pm]fhaited. The prisoners rem n-

i  and he proved right. He alsg ing at the Castro air Dbgse
i ﬁ?ﬁh an old friend of chifff said he knew who 1 was. nearly :cracked qnder .
fegoti 5 James B, Don I"| “He said the ship could no Strair}!) ?f %‘iall,zln ‘tﬁ?&ﬂ; ht
dnd the man wh6"3§i"§%ﬁﬁ;¢% 5 | Pe unloaded until word cam not E apble 10 d" 0 s ir
drack team of Washington #t- from him and he was 40 mileff 50732 ?s tl'\? neef‘?ﬁl" g{e
{orneys. including Prettymdh, 2%y from the pier. man S (;,n.e oht el;,l’ T
o b’a'ilé up exchange efforp " “T told him he could apprd{ What had brought the px-
Iiciate that there had to b} change to the abrupt halt.

vas in Havana with Donovgn Yesterday, Nolan explaiged

s . i faith -ges b 4
hegotiating the final releape ‘gﬁ;’g VaVl; wgaerglite‘.&retsheogriszg how Castro demanded fhe
| . lextra $2.9 million and stop] ed

Nolah was given the ticklli o relcased hefore the shil]:
ob of flying back to Miaj liwas uhloaded.p SO freeing the Tprisoners upti

|Nolan flew back for fhe

By Vie Casamento,
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t the eleventh hour to so fe: | A A
A “Fidel said he would gét
o e Tuat Castro. flo-| car, ight away and e il
anded before allowing 10!‘3’1(;:]};1 r‘;‘i‘:‘;ls':éo;ﬂces@; I.;hﬁ pri

d half of th isonfrs: ”
tgcggave.a of the pris : i 57" After lunch, Prettyman wej
Only 700 men had bibn to the African Pilot to che

to ask for the money,
we didn’t know how we re
.going to get it for him,” Nqlan

: : said.
froed when the airlift wlps inventories. Shortly afterwar| e Ty
stopped and Nolan rusffed Castro arrived at the ship az ofﬂlcew a(ffw]lﬁlt?o%org?cvagﬁanti ttléi
back for talks with Attorjjey invited Prettyman to t;ake |Regino Boti. Baoti offered to

General Robert Kennelfy. tour of Havana. ldrive me to the airport Jand

About 400 prisoners, including Castro condueted a pe“r:«‘n 1> arrange for my plane Hack By Wally MoNemee
the “high ante” im&siFoél hd-tour of Ernest HemingwayPlio Miami to get the mondy. | jouN ¥ NOLAN, JR
ers, réapPPLOVe [ =¢ %m ﬁve I hi i Lo . NOLAN, JR,
crs, répproved For[Relenser200nmel (s ! A ROPYSHI00NIRADY100380678:6n exchanse
planeload of prisoners leit I rangements myself all right” -

Miami.
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MNolan said Boti seemed
cager to assure. the success
of the rest of the exchangd
He said Rongyak. went ove
to Boti and 4aid there wa
was ounly one thing Boti could
do to keep everything funa
tioning smoothly,

. “Boti asked what it wa
that he could do. I{e was very
formal,” Nolan said. “Donovar
leaned over glasedo Boti's eas

g fect” ?
Fo s o

Sl i
4-Hour Ordeal

Nolan flew to Miami and
.returned just as Prettyman’s
iplane was leaving Havana]|
The remaining 400 prisoner
waited on. the airfield unti
Castro wag satisfled that thq
$2.9 million was his.

At 5 p. m. the order wen
out’ and the remaining pris
oners were bn fheir way {g
freedom. Nolan #hd Donovai
dew out on the last plane|!
Nolan told what hapepned iy
those last #icklighy hours. :

“Donovan had "been debat]
ing with Castro pver the ex|
change. His technique:was t
;convince €astro that the pris|
‘oners were of no.use to him
{The time had passed wher
‘Castro could execute them.

“Castro said our prices were
higher than Ewropean-prices
Donovan told him he didn*
care what Italian prices for
prisoners were. He sald]
‘Don’t talk European prieces
Nobody else wants to . buy]
them.

Have a Cigar

“Donovan kept offering Cas
tro cigars — the same cigarg.
Castro had given Donovan
He'd say: ‘IIave 4 cigar’

‘There were a*lot of Rus
sians  afgund.  There were
whole e tensive ~sections of:
.barracks "0f Russians or East
‘Eur opeans at theé air base.”
o “T “wasi’t sure at all wq.
“counld get“"ﬁle money (the $2.9
‘1'111111011 for the 60 prisoners re|
leased earlier). ~I stil dont
know how.we. gok (i

Both Prettyman and Nolar
arrived home late for Christ
mas. Both said thcy were re
lieved at their success and)
planned to get some sleep.#
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